[bookmark: _GoBack]Biography:  Bernard N. Meisner, Ph.D., is a genealogist and lecturer based in the Dallas/Fort Worth metroplex.  He began researching his family over 25 years ago and enjoys sharing lessons learned from those experiences, including his mistakes.  Although he knew only one grandparent (his maternal grandfather) he has successfully identified all of his great-great grandparents and several triple- and quadruple great grandparents.  He is past president and social media chair of the Mid-Cities Genealogical Society, and is a member of the National Genealogical Society and the Texas State Genealogical Society.

An Introduction to DNA for Genealogists
You received your DNA from your mother and father who, in turn, received their DNA from their mothers and fathers.  Comparing the DNA of one person to that of another can help prove or disprove relationships to people, living and dead – your genetic relatives.  DNA can provide information regarding ethnic groups from which an individual may be descended.  This presentation will cover what you should consider before taking a DNA test, the four genealogical DNA tests and the major companies that sell them, the difference between your genealogical and genetic family trees, genetic genealogy Internet sites and tools, and a cost effective DNA testing strategy.

You’ve Received Your DNA Test Results, What Now?  Growing Your Family Tree
Are you one of the millions who have recently taken a DNA test to learn about your ethnicity, perhaps wondering whether you should trade your lederhosen for a kilt, or a serape?  Now is the time to discover the ancestors who passed their DNA to you – where they lived and what they experienced.  The rapidly increasing availability of historic records online has made researching your ancestors easier than it has ever been.  Regardless, you must take care to develop good research habits and avoid potential pitfalls as you grow your family tree.  This presentation will include the tools, tips and techniques to get you started.

Applying Family Naming Practices to Your Research
Names are important to genealogists since they can help determine whether two or more individuals might be related.  Some naming practices are culturally based.  Even when those practices change over time, genealogists who are familiar with the practices observed during the lifetimes of their ancestors can use that information to help identify families and family members.
Bernard will review some traditional naming practices and discuss how they can be used to provide clues for identifying family members.  He will also review some rather unique names that have been bestowed on children by their parents.

The Luck of the Irish:  How to Overcome the Record Losses and Find Your Ancestors.
Access to Irish genealogy records has improved substantially in the past twenty years.  Although almost all the 19th century census records no longer exist, Irish archives have been proactive in improving the access to existing records.  This presentation will focus on the four primary record sources: existing census records, civil registrations, church records, and land records.  Prior to attempting to locate records about your family in Ireland it is essential to conduct an exhaustive search of U.S. records to identify your ancestor’s home town and religion.  Because many Irish names were so common it is important to ensure you are searching for the correct family.


Finding German Ancestors:
How A Non-German Speaking Person from Texas
Can Trace Their German Ancestors with Little or No Travel
Prior to attempting to locate records about your family in Germany it is essential to conduct an exhaustive search of U.S. records since there is no central repository for German records.  Rather, most records are recorded at the local level (town or parish).  Also, due to wars and boundary changes “German” records may now be located in another state or country.
Meyers Gazetteer of the German Empire (a.k.a. Meyers Orts) is an important tool to help associate a given place with the jurisdictions to which it belongs and to look for genealogical records.  During the presentation Bernard will explain how to decipher the abbreviations and the Gothic script in which Meyers Orts was printed.  He will also provide links to assist in deciphering German printing and handwriting, and how to compose letters requesting genealogical information.

Growing Your Family Tree
This presentation is geared to those just starting to research their family’s history.  Topics included are: how to begin; dispelling some genealogical myths; good research practices; evidence analysis; the types of genealogical DNA; local genealogical societies and resources; genealogical software and the major genealogical web sites.  

Mining the Gems in a Civil War Pension File
What originally began as a limited regime of protections for soldiers, widows, and orphans, eventually morphed into a system of old age pensions for almost one third of the elderly population.  Most Union Army soldiers, their widows, or minor children applied for a pension.
Pensions were initially granted to soldiers who suffered war-related disabilities, and widows and orphans of soldiers killed in action.  Later they were expanded to any Union veteran who served for at least 90 days, was honorably discharged, and suffered from a disability, even if not war-related.  Eventually, old age was declared a disability.
Bernard will use the records of his great grand uncle, John Fierst, and his cousin's great grandfather, Peter Lenaghen, to demonstrate how to obtain a pension file and the genealogical gems that can be found in one.

The Value of Collateral Line Research
Researching the collateral lines of your family tree (aunts and uncles, cousins, nieces and nephews, in-laws, etc.) can reveal information not discovered through the direct lineage, add to the overall historical story of your family, lead you to others researching the family, and break through brick walls.  Bernard will show examples of how collateral line research can enhance your genealogical research.

State and Territorial Censuses – Underused Genealogical Tools
Genealogists researching American families are familiar with the decennial federal census records.  However, because they were not taken systematically and centrally archived, the state and territorial censuses remain a much under-used resource.   In this presentation Bernard will discuss these census reports and their value in filling in the gaps between the federal census years, and in providing additional information concerning your families, their occupations, and the places they lived.





Tracking Urban Ancestors
At one time or another, almost every researcher will be faced with finding an ancestor in a large city.  In this presentation Bernard will review how he tracked two generations of his Meisner family from their arrival in New York City through their various residences in Pittsburgh, and review the records (both online and not) he used and the lessons he learned while conducting that research.

Techniques and Strategies for More Effective Online Searching
As more and more genealogical material becomes available through the Internet it has become essential to formulate efficient searches to find the relevant information about your ancestors.   One must not only know where to look for the information, but how to find it.  This presentation will cover how to determine what information is available, where it is located, and how to use search tools such as filters, wildcards, relationships, complementary data sources, and tailored search engines to improve the likelihood of finding it.

Those Non-Population Census Schedules Aren’t About My Ancestors … Or Are They?
The non-population census schedules are often overlooked by genealogists since they assume those schedules do not contain information about individuals.  In this presentation Bernard will review the various schedules and demonstrate their value to genealogical research.  For example, the Agriculture, Manufactures and Industrial Schedules include the names of owners, agents, and managers, both resident and absentee, and the Mortality Schedules may be the only record of an individual’s death.

Working With an Online Family Tree
With the growth of the Internet “cloud,” genealogists have a number of options for working with their family tree online.  In this presentation Bernard will begin by reviewing some of the questions you should ask yourself when deciding whether or where to place you tree online.  He will then review and show examples of some of the available sites.
