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DNA and Genealogy
· You received your DNA from your mother and father who, in turn, received their DNA from their mothers and fathers.
· DNA ethnicity estimates are intended to indicate where your ancestors were living 500-1,000+ years ago.  Experts agree they are only accurate at the continent level.
· Comparing the DNA of one person to that of another can help prove or disprove relationships to people, living and dead – your genetic relatives.

Case Study
· Turning a DNA match into a new branch on a genealogical tree.

How to Begin Your Tree
· Start with what you know, and then work back in time to what you don’t know.
· Determine what question(s) you want to answer.
· Learn as much as you can about the area, time period, and available records.
· Interview your oldest living relatives for the information only they may have!

Good Research Practices
· Good researchers spend as much time learning about and evaluating the records as they do looking for a record.
· Keep track of the places you search, so you won’t repeat the search years later.
· Make a note of your sources along with any information you record.  It is a good habit to get into at the start and will save time in the long run. 
· When you find one relative in a record, review adjacent records for other family members.  People often travelled and settled in groups; future husbands and wives often lived within “Kissing Distance” of each other.
· Search collateral lines for additional information regarding your family.
· Follow the FAN (Friends, Acquaintances, and Neighbors) Principle in your research.
· Perform extensive research in the United States prior to searching in foreign countries.

Dispelling Some Genealogical Myths
· Family traditions may not be entirely correct.  Great-grandpa may not have had the rank of colonel or fought at Gettysburg.  Great-grandma may have sailed from Hamburg, but that was not her hometown.


Dispelling Some Genealogical Myths (cont.)
· Names were not changed at Ellis Island.  The inspectors never wrote down the names of incoming immigrants. The only lists of names came from the ships’ manifests which were filled out when the passengers boarded the ship. 
· The names of your ancestors were often not spelled as you think they should be spelled.  The records we use for research were often written by a non-family member.  Record indexers often struggle to interpret the handwriting on the record.
· Don’t expect to always find a marriage date nine months before the birth of a couple’s first child.  Some children were born hours, weeks, months or even years before or after their parents were married!
· Not all of the records you need are available on the Internet.

Evidence Analysis: A Research Process
· Is it an original or a derivative record?
· Original – the first recording of an event.
· Derivative – reproduced by hand, machine, camera, scanner, etc.
· Is it a primary or a secondary piece of information?
· Primary – created by an eyewitness of the event, or an ofﬁcial whose duties require them to make an accurate record of the event when it occurs.
· Secondary – created by someone who was not an eyewitness.
· Is the evidence direct or indirect?
· Direct – any fact that is explicitly stated.
· Indirect – any fact that is inferred from one or more pieces of evidence within the record.

Local Genealogical Societies
· Arlington Genealogical Society  (arlingtongenealogytx.org)
· Meets on the second Tuesday of every month at 6:30 pm (September-June) at the George W. Hawkes Arlington Public Library in the "[re]Brary" meeting room on the ground floor.
· Dallas Genealogical Society (dallasgenealogy.com/dgs/)
· Meets the first Saturday of each month at 10:30 am at the J. Erik Jonsson Central Library.
· Fort Worth Genealogical Society (www.txfwgs.org)
· Meets on the last Tuesday of each month at 6:30 pm at the Fort Worth Central Library.
· Grand Prairie Genealogical Society (gpgstx.org)
· Meets on the first Thursday of each month at the Grand Prairie Memorial Library.
· Johnson County Genealogical Society
· Meets on the second Thursday of every month (except December) at 6:30 pm at the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints located at 303 S. Nolan River Rd.
· Mid-Cities Genealogical Society (txmcgs.org)
· Meets the first Thursday of each month at 6:30 pm Euless Police Department Training Room, 1102 W Euless Blvd. (Hwy. 10), Euless, TX 76040.


Local Resources
· Arlington Family History Center
· A branch of the Family History Library in Salt Lake City, that provides resources to assist you in the research and study of your genealogy by giving personal assistance to patrons and providing access to genealogical records through the Internet.
· Grapevine Public Library
· Frances Pittman Malcolm Genealogy Room.  Over 12,000 genealogical books and over 12,000 microfilms.  A Family History Library affiliated library.
· Dallas Public Library
· The Genealogy Section (8th floor) contains one of the largest and most comprehensive collections for family history research in the Southwest.
A Family History Library affiliated library. 
· Fort Worth Library
· The Genealogy, History & Archives Unit, located in the lower level of the Central Library, has a large collection of family history data including federal census, books, periodicals and online databases.
· National Archives - Fort Worth
· Resources available at the National Archives at Fort Worth include free access to computer databases, microfilm publications containing records from across the National Archives and one-of-a-kind records of genealogical value.

Web Services
· FamilySearch.org – a free genealogy Web site operated by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.  The Family History Research Wiki is very useful to those researching their family history to find and share information on data sources and research tips.  The Family Tree section allows users to collaborate on a single, shared, worldwide family tree (currently with about a billion names in it).
· Ancestry.com -- a subscription-based genealogy research Web site and DNA product with over 16 billion records online.  The majority of records are from the United States, though records are being added for other countries, such as Canada, the UK, and European countries.  Some records are free for anyone to access, but most are only accessible by paid subscription.  Offers a free site for posting family trees.
· FindMyPast.com – a United Kingdom-based genealogy Web site.  It is possible to search their indexes for free, but most records are only accessible by paid subscription.  It does provide free access to over 10 million Irish Catholic parish registers.
· MyHeritage.com  -- an Israel-based genealogy Web site.  It currently serves customers in 42 languages, and its family trees have been called the most internationally diverse in the industry.
· The Family History Guide (www.thefhguide.com/) -- a Web site that is a learning environment for family history. Useful to both new and experienced genealogists. 
· CyndisList.com -- A comprehensive, categorized & cross-referenced list of links that point you to genealogical research sites online.



Genealogical Software
· Windows & OS X Operating Systems
· RootsMagic – both free (Essentials) and paid ($30) versions are available.  Interfaces with FamilySearch, FindMyPast, MyHeritage and Ancestry.com Web sites.  A limited feature, companion mobile app is also available.
· Family Tree Maker -- paid ($80) version only.  Syncs with Ancestry.com.  A companion mobile app, Ancestry, is also available.
· Windows only
· Legacy Family Tree – both free (Standard) and paid (Deluxe-$30) versions are available.
· Family Tree Builder – both free and paid (Premium-$110) versions are available.  Includes private Web site for your tree.  A companion mobile app, MyHeritage, is also available.
· OS X (Mac) only
· Reunion – paid ($99) version only.  A companion mobile app, ReunionTouch, is available for the iPad, iPhone, iPod Touch.
· Mac Family Tree – paid ($60) version only.  A companion mobile app, MobileFamilyTree, is available for iPhone, iPad and iPod Touch.

Resources

Tutorials:
The Research Process  from the FamilySearch Wiki

United States Records and Searches from The Family History Guide

Getting Started from Ancestry.com
   
Getting Started in Genealogy from the Allen County, Indiana, Library)

Getting Started in Genealogy at genealogy.com)

Beginners Guides, Hints & Tips at Cyndi's List)

Software:
Legacy Family Tree Software Standard Edition (free).

RootsMagic Essentials Genealogy & Family Tree Software (free)

Charts and Forms:
FamilySearch Wiki.  Use Appropriate Charts and Forms Tutorial

FamilySearch.  Charts and Forms

Ancestry.com. Free Charts and Forms
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