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An excellent overview of Genealogical resources for each country is found at:
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Denmark_Genealogy 
		https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Norway_Genealogy
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Sweden_Genealogy 
This is the place to start! It is a veritable DIY for Scandinavian genealogical research

Important aspects of Scandinavian genealogy:
1. Geography/History
A. Maps
You should have a detailed map of the country you are investigating. Preferably it is a map from the time period you are investigating. Many are available on the Internet.

Denmark—16 counties (amt) reduced recently to 5 administrative regions, 270 municipalities (kommuner) reduced recently to 98. Each municipality is divided into parishes (sogn), each consisting of many townships. 
See https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Denmark_Genealogy 
Norway—5 geographical areas, 18 counties (fylke), 422 municipalities (kommuner)
		See https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Norway_Genealogy
Sweden—21 counties (landsting), 290 municipalities (kommuner), 2,512 parishes (församlingar)
See https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Sweden_Genealogy 
Ideally you should memorize the major parts of the country you are investigating. 
These may well have changed since the time period in which you are searching, but it will be helpful to know about them nonetheless.
A large city may have more than one parish within its border.
There is also a division called a “Herred” or “Härad”—smaller than a county but larger than a parish. This division is used only when doing research in the censuses. 

B. Place names 
[bookmark: _GoBack]These are excellent resources for finding place names in the Scandinavian countries.
Sweden—Lantmäteriet (Maps and geographical information)—https://www.lantmateriet.se
Sweden—Svenska Ortnamn (a searchable database of every tiny hamlet in the country)—https://www.lantmateriet.se/en/maps-and-geographic-information/Ortnamn/
Denmark—Krabsen (searchable database of place names)— http://www.krabsen.dk/stednavnebase/
Maps of counties and municipalities over a wide range of dates— https://da.wikipedia.org/wiki/Danmarks_amter_(1793-1970)
Norway—https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Norway_Maps#Finding_the_Specific_Town_on_the_Map
Knowledge of the postal codes will help locate places within its correct counties and parishes. The microfilms are indexed in this manner. 
Denmark—https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_postal_codes_in_Denmark
The Postal guide for Denmark is helpful, but it is available only on microfilm (#6030026) from the Family History Center in Salt Lake City 
Norway—https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_postal_codes_in_Norway
Sweden—https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_postal_codes_in_Sweden

C. History
History is important because it affects languages, migration between countries, and immigration.
	The Kalmar Union in the 1400s attempted to unite Denmark, Norway, and Sweden. 
Sweden soon left but Denmark-Norway remained together until the Napoleonic Wars. 
In 1814, Denmark was forced to give up Norway to Sweden but Norway rebelled and declared independence. 
War in 1814 forced Norway to join Sweden, but they finally gained independence in 1905. 

D. Emigration
Peak years for emigration were from:
• Denmark: 1870-1905—(300,000)
• Norway: 1836-1920—(730,000) 80% of the population came to the US
• Sweden: 1850-1920—(1 milllion)

The most popular destinations for immigration from Scandinavian countries in North America were Minnesota, Iowa, the Dakotas, Wisconsin, Michigan, the Canadian prairies and Ontario. Utah was 4th in percentage of population, but the actual number of immigrants was small.


2. Naming practices

Before record keeping began in Denmark, most people had only one name, such as Jens. As the population increased, it became necessary to distinguish between individuals with the same name. The problem was usually solved by adding descriptive information. Jens became Jens the smith, Jens the son of Matthis, Jens the short, or Jens from a particular town. At first, “surnames” applied only to one person and not to the whole family. After a few generations, these names were passed from father to son.

A. Patronymics (children’s surnames based on the father’s given name) were the most common kind of surname in Denmark until 1828, when a church decree limited the use of patronymics. However, the order was vague and had no real impact. In 1856 a law was passed, which “froze” all family names. The urban areas soon changed, but resistance toward the new law in rural areas was considerable, so patronymics were still used until the late 1800s; gradually the tradition faded away.

[image: ]

The “-datter” or “-dotter” suffix was gradually replaced during the late 1800s with “-sen” or “-son” for both genders.

In Sweden, the “s” in the fathers name is usually not dropped, so adding the “-son” suffix often results in a “ss”.

B. Other helpful information about naming practices:
The first male child was normally named after his father's father, and the second child after his mother's father. The first female child was named after her father's mother, and the second child after the mother's mother.

When a child died, the next child was often named after the dead one. This led to names such as “Hansine”, the feminine form of “Hans”. This custom took precedence over the practice of naming after grandparents. 

Since there were only a limited number of given names in use, nicknames were common. An occupation or a town name was often used to distinguish between two individuals with the same given and surnames.

Lack of literacy until the late 1800s meant that the spelling of names was quite variable. For example, “k” and “c” and “ch” are interchangeably seen in the records.


3. Available records

A. Lutheran Church records are available on line from numerous sources including National Archives, Ancestry.com, FamilySearch, MyHeritage, and several other sites.
Danish Church records are available from 1484-1941.
Swedish Church records are available from 1308-1943.
Norwegian Church records didn’t start until 1623.

Most research is done in the parish records because most records were kept in the local parish records. 

Records are only as accurate as those keeping them. For example, the name of the father of an illegitimate son was supplied by the woman who had given birth, and occasionally an unmarried mother could benefit by naming someone other than the real father.
B. Census, military, probate, and other records. 
1. Census records
Denmark—1787, 1801, 1834, 1840, 1845, 1850, 1880
Arkivalieronline.dk (free)
Ddd.dda.dk – Dansk Dataarkiv (free)
Sønderjylland (the southern Jutland peninsula belonging sometimes to Denmark and sometimes to Germany)—1769, 1803, 1835, 1840, 1845, 1860, 1921
Norway—1801, 1865, 1875, 1885, 1891, 1900, 1910
Digitalarkivet.arkivverket.no (free)
Sweden—1860, 1870, 1880, 1890, 1900, 1910, 1930
Riksarkivet.se/start - Riksarkivet Digitala Forskarsalen (subscription)
Arkivdigital.se – Arkiv Digital (subscription)
Ancestry.se (subscription)
In 1686, the Lutheran Church in Sweden mandated that a separate set of records be maintained by the parish priest. The stated purpose was to “keep certain rolls of all their listeners, house to house, farm to farm, and know their progress and knowledge of the assigned sections of the catechism, and diligently admonish children, farm helpers and servant maids to read in book and with their own eyes see what Gods bids and commands in his Holy Word.” These were called the Sweden Household Examination Records (Husförhörslängder). These records were sometimes destroyed when they had outlived their usefulness, but beginning in 1756, these records were preserved and can be a rich source of information for the researcher.
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Sweden_Household_Examination_Records_(Husförhörslängder)

2. Military records
May not contain much in the way of genealogical information. You generally you must know the unit to which the soldier was attached.
Denmark (1788-1860)—https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Denmark_Military_Records
Norway (1643-1909)—https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Norway_Military_Records
Sweden (1556-1955)—https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Sweden_Military_Records
Often in Sweden, surnames were changed for identification purposes and when discharged, many soldiers kept their military surnames.

3. LDS Church records 
https://user.xmission.com/~nelsonb/scand.htm is a wonderful website for helping researchers find early LDS members in Scandinavia. This is the place to start if you have Scandinavian ancestors who joined the LDS Church while living in Scandinavia between the years of 1852 and 1881.
This website will direct you to a phenomenal 711 page book called The Journey is the Reward. It is free and available now, but only as an electronic download. You must have Adobe Acrobat. To learn more about this book go to the Journey is the Reward website: https://user.xmission.com/~nelsonb/newbook.htm.
The book contains extensive information about Pioneer Companies from 1847 to 1868 and ship records including rosters of passengers from 1852-1868. 
Denmark—I can find nothing available specifically for Denmark
Norway—https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Norwegian_L.D.S._Records
Sweden—https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Sweden_L.D.S._Records
4. Emigration records. 
Records of the Scandinavian mission 1852-1920—https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/614426?availability=Family%20History%20Library
Denmark: https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Denmark_Emigration_and_Immigration Udvandrerarkivet (The Danish Emigration Archives) —http://www.udvandrerarkivet.dk/forside/--in Danish but available in all other languages.
Norway: https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Norway_Emigration_and_Immigration 
State Archives—https://media.digitalarkivet.no/en/ --in Norwegian unless you add the “/en/” or specify “English” in the dropdown menu at the top right of the homepage.
Sweden: https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Swedish_Emigration_Databases_and_Indexes

5. Tax and deed records. 
	Tax
The earliest tax lists for Denmark date from 1559. However, they were first kept regularly from 1572 onward. Beginning in 1762, tax lists included all persons over 12 years of age. These lists are available only in Denmark. Although tax lists do not list dates of birth on death, you may be able to estimate the age of the individual from the time he or she first appears on the lists or when his or her name is dropped from the list.

Norwegian tax lists date back to 1514 and are searchable up to the present day, as Norway is the only country that makes all tax returns public. http://gda.arkivverket.no/cgi-win/WebMeta.exe?slag=vismeny&fylkenr=&knr=&aar=&dagens=&katnr=2

Swedish tax lists or Mantalslängder can be used to prove continued residency, help uniquely identify men with the same name, prove relationships, take the place of burned or missing church records, or extend a pedigree beyond the beginning of parish registers. Some Swedish tax lists or “mantalslängder” begin as early as 1620 but others don't begin until the mid 1650s. They are arranged by härad and then by parish, but not necessarily in alphabetical order. Digital copies from 1642 to 1820 are available at SVAR, a subscription website that is part of Riksarkivet, the Swedish National Archives. Otherwise, lists up to 1860 have been microfilmed by FamilySearch.org and are available to search at the main Family History Library in Salt Lake City, or, via order to a Family History Center.


4. Handwriting

What came to be called Gothic script was in use from the end of the 1200’s to the end of the middle ages and in various forms up until the early 1900s. If you are going to spend time in primary records from before 1900, you MUST have some proficiency in reading Gothic. Here are a few examples of names:
[image: GothicNames.pdf]

This is a sample of a vital record from 1725:

[image: ]

Probably because it is so important, FamilySearch has a great deal of information about deciphering Gothic handwriting. Start here:
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Scandinavian_Handwriting
FamilySearch also has an excellent three-part tutorial on how to read Gothic script. 
https://www.familysearch.org/ask/learningViewer/58


5. Terminology

Remember that reading these old records is accomplished in two stages: 1) interpreting the squiggles on the page into readable letters, and 2) translating the foreign words into understandable English.
Church and civil records use certain words in the native language with which you must become familiar. Many other vocabulary words will be helpful to know. The following words concerning family relationships and related terms are in Danish, but most words are similar in the other two languages.


	fader
	father

	bedstefader
	grandfather

	oldefader
	greatgrandfather

	farfar
	paternal gfather

	morfar
	maternal gfather

	mand
	man

	præsten
	priest

	dreng
	boy

	søn
	son

	svigerson
	son-in-law

	svigerfader
	father-in-law

	broder
	brother

	fætter
	male cousin

	onkel
	uncle

	farbroder
	father's brother

	morbroder
	mother's brother

	bedstemoder
	grandfather

	svigermoder
	mother-in-law

	søster
	sister

	cusine
	cousin

	moster
	aunt

	oldemoder
	ggmother

	svigerdatter
	daughter-in-law

	jomfru
	young lady

	forældre
	parents

	hustru
	wife

	svoger
	brother-in-law

	svigerinde
	sister-in-law

	ungkarl
	bachelor

	gift
	married

	ugift
	unmarried

	uægte
	illegitimate

	mormor
	maternal gmother

	farmor
	paternal gmother

	dag
	day

	nat
	night

	viede
	married

	vielse
	marriage

	stilling
	occupation




Of course, dates must be linked to events: These are the main events and related terms generally found in the vital records:

	 Event(s) 
	 Sweden
	 Denmark
	 Norway

	 birth
	 födde
	 født
	 fødte

	 christening
	 dop
	 døbt
	 døpte

	 confirmation
	 konfirmation
	 konfirmation
	 konfirmasjon

	 vaccination (for smallpox)
	 vaccination (from 1816)
	 vaccination (from 1810)
	  vaksinasjon (from 1810)

	 marriage
	 vigda or förbindelse
	 copulerede, viede or ægteskab
	 copulerede or viede or vigde

	 banns
	 lysning or trolovning
	 lysning or forlovelse
	 lysingen or forlovelse

	 betrothal/engagement
	 trolovning
	 forlovelse
	 forlovelse

	 death
	 död
	 døde
	 død

	 burial
	 begravning
	 begravelse
	 begravede

	 incoming list
	 inflyttningsbok
	 tilganglister
	 tilganglister or innflyttede

	 outgoing list
	 utflyttningsbok
	 afgangslister
	 afgangslister or uttflyttdede

	 index (when available)
	 fösamlingsböken
	register
	 Hovedsiden

	 clerical survey (or household examination roll)
	 husförhörslängd
	 not used
	 not used




6. Other resources

Beginning Scandinavian Family History—Family Search—
https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/begin-scandinavian-family-history/

Rootstech—Getting started with Scandinavian genealogy
https://www.rootstech.org/blog/3-tips-for-getting-started-with-scandinavian-genealogy-research

Scandinavian “cheat sheet”—
https://www.familytreemagazine.com/premium/scandinavian-genealogy-cheat-sheet/

Introduction to Scandinavian researching:
Denmark—https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Denmark_Genealogy
Norway—https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Norway_Genealogy
Sweden—https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Sweden_Genealogy 

Another site to help you start researching Norwegian genealogy
https://www.arkivverket.no/en/find-your-ancestors/tracing-your-ancestry

Information about Scandinavian y-DNA
https://www.familytreedna.com/groups/scandinavianydna/about/background

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/2016_Nordic_Family_History_Conference
Check out the individual topics on the home page—many have syllabi that can be accessed.
Scandinavia in General
Best Practices for Nordic Ancestors in FamilySearch Family Tree
Feast Dates and Calendars
FamilySearch Wiki for Nordic Countries
Learn by Doing: Mistaken Identity of Johanna Andersdotter (LAB)
Scandinavian Handwriting, part 1
Scandinavian Handwriting, part 2
Parish Record Substitution

Danish
Danish Church Record Research: A Case Study
Using Witnesses to Find Your Danish Ancestors
Danish Probate Records
Danish Military Research
Research in Copenhagen
An Introduction to Danish Census Records
Introduction to Danish Land Records

Norwegian
The Norwegian Emigration Experience
Finding Ancestors in Online Norwegian Farm Books
Understanding Probate Records in Norway
Norwegian Military Records
How to Find Ancestors in the Norwegian Digital Archives

Swedish
Research Your Swedish Heritage Using Arkiv Digital
Using Name Searchable Registers in Arkiv Digital
Migration, Travel papers, and Government Inns in Sweden
Figure Out Place Names for Swedish Genealogy
Jurisdictions for Swedish Genealogy
Introduction to Swedish Estate Inventories


Denmark 
• Danish Christian Names—https://www.sa.dk/en/genealogy/danish-names/
• The Danish Immigrant Museum—https://www.danishmuseum.org
• Den Danske Pioneer (The Danish Pioneer): A newspaper published since 1872 in Omaha, Neb., then Elmwood Park, Ill.—http://www.dendanskepioneer.com
• National Danish-American Genealogical Society—http://www.danishgenealogy.org/
• Statens Arkiver: Dansk Data Arkiv (Danish Demographic Database)— http://www.ddd.dda.dk/ddd_en.htm
• Trykt Gotisk Alfabet (Printed Gothic Alphabet)— http://www.erikoest.dk/tga.htm

Norway
• Norway-Heritage (searchable site for immigration to the US pre-1875)—http://www.norwayheritage.com/
• Norwegian-American Genealogical Center & Naeseth Library—http://www.nagcnl.org
• Norwegian American Weekly: A bilingual newspaper created by the merger of late-1800s papers— http://norwegianamericanweekly.com/
• Norwegian Historical Data Centre (census and parish information 18th and 19th centuries)—http://www.rhd.uit.no/indexeng.html
• Norwegian Moveable Feast Days Calendar—http://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Moveable_Feast_Day_Calendar_for_Norway
• Norwegian Naming Patterns— http://www.borgos.nndata.no/names.htm
• Those Norwegian Names— http://www.norwayheritage.com/norwegian-names.htm
• Norwegian National Archives— http://arkivverket.no/Digitalarkivet

Sweden 
• American Swedish Historical Museum (Swedes and Scandinavians in America)— http://www.americanswedish.org/
• Arkiv Digital (tutorials for searching for Swedish ancestors)— https://www.arkivdigital.net/swedish-genealogy
• Nordstjernan: A newspaper first published in 1872 in New York City with news from Sweden, and from Swedish communities abroad)— http://www.nordstjernan.com/
• Swedish Feast Day Calendar— http://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Moveable_Feast_Day_Calendar_for_Sweden
• Swedish State Archives— http://www.svar.ra.se/
• SweGGate (Your Main Gate to Genealogical Research in Sweden)— http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~swewgw
•Swenson Swedish Immigration Research Center (resources for the study of Swedish immigration to North America)— https://www.augustana.edu/swenson
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