Who are the Germans from Russia?
Why did the Germans go to Russia?
Where did they go in Russia?
What changed for the Germans in Russia? 
Where did they go when they left Russia? 

Russia 
· Ivan the Terrible (1533-1584) invited skilled works and learned men from the West. 
· Michael (1613-1645) & Alexis (1645-1676) encouraged their nobility to learn from Europe. 
· Peter the Great loved the German quarter in Moscow.  He went to war (1700-1721) with Sweden to acquire the land where he built St. Petersburg. 
· The region he conquered had been ruled by Germany for years.  They were a minority in population but they did make the Baltic coast predominantly Germanic in law and custom.   
· When Catherine the Great accessioned in 1762 to the Russia throne Russia was still a primitive agricultural land, lagging far behind Western Europe. 
· She was a German. 
Catharine the Great
· December 1762 Catherine II, Empress and Autocrat of all of Russia, issued a manifesto inviting foreigners to settle in Russia. Very few came. 
· On 22 July 1763 she issued a second manifesto right after the end of the Seven year War. 
· This Manifesto promised:
· Free transportation to Russia.
· Freedom to settle anywhere in the country.
· Freedom to practice any trade or profession.
· Interest free loans for 10 years. 
· No custom duties for items brought in.
· Freedom from taxes from five to thirty yeas depending on where they settled. 
· Local self-government for villages.  
· No customs or excise duties for ten years for new industries. 
·  Generous allotments of free land to farmers.
· Freedom of religion. 
· Freedom from military service. 
· Freedom to leave again if not happy. 
· All this applied to their descendants. 
Germany in 1763
· Peasants lacked: 
· Freedom of religion.
· Freedom from military service.
· War had devastated their fields, destroyed homes, & cattle. 
· Industries & trade were disrupted. 
· Taxes where very high. 
· Abt. 400 families arrived in Russia on 29 June 1764.
· They founded the village of Dobrinka.  
· But in 1767 more than seven thousand families went to Russia.  
· Between 1764 & 1767 ship load after ship load of Germans arrived at Saratov. 
· They were led out to settlement sites on the Volga steppes.  
· 104 villages, 103 German and one French were established along the Volga river.  
· 6,433 families, with 23,209 people. 
Not all went to the Volga region.  Other areas where also settled, St. Petersburg, Livonia, & Chernigov region.  
· Life was hard.
· Not all the promises were kept.
· Domestic animals were few.
· Farm implements were of poor quality.
· Seed grain was not always available. 
· Nature created problems.
· Those who wanted to start industries were told to Farm. 
· There were Robber bands, & Mongol tribes that killed and stole what little they had in the Volga area. 
· By 1785 only 5,674 families were left. 
· 1763 – a Protestant group founded Sarepta
· Between 1853 & 1872 West Prussian Mennonites founded 10 villages on the east side of the Volga and 10 villages farther north.  
· A non-Mennonite group from Poland, Upper Silesia and East Prussia founded twelve villages near Alt Samara.  
· In 1768 Russia went to war with Turkey. 
· In 1771 Russia with her ally Frederick of Prussia went to war with Poland. 
· Catherine received large tracks of land from these wars.  
Napoleon
· From the 1790’s to 1815, French armies repeatedly marched back and forth across Germany.  
· Germany was completely refashioned under Napoleon. 
· The elimination of the multitude of small states did benefit the Germans but many resented it.
· French rule was harsh and bitterly resented. At no time were the wishes of the Germans considered.  
· All German territory west of the Rhine were annexed to France.  The predominantly Catholic areas in south Germany were transferred to the Protestant ruler of Baden.  
· Napoleon continually pressed their young men into his armies.  
Alexander I (1801-1825)
· 1801 – annexed the state of Georgia in the South Caucaus. 
· War with Persia (1804-1813) gained territories in the Caucaus. 
· 1809 – War with Sweden make Alexander Grand Duke of Finland 
· War with Turkey (1806-1812) gave Russia Bessarabia.
· On 29 November 1813 Alexander issued a new Manifesto inviting settlers into southern Bessarabia.  
· Germans continued to come and settle South Russia.  
· Once more constant wars had:
· Destroyed towns, farms & crops.
· Disrupted industry & trade
· Brought oppressive taxes, requisitions & confiscations. 
·  Young men were put into the military
Russian agents with their promises of a better life in Russia found many Germans in a receptive mood
· Thousands came to the Black Sea region. 
· They came from southwestern Germany, Wuerttemberg, Baden, the Palatinate, the Hessian states and Alsace.  
· They also came from Hungary, Poland & West Prussia were they had settled earlier. 
· Mainly came between 1803-1805 and 1808-1810.
How did they Travel? By Wagon, and boat.
· From 1803 to 1808 passports for the emigrants were generally issued at Karlsruhe, Regensburg or Vienna. 
· They had to provide their own transportation to the river port of Ulm or Donauwörth. From there the Russian Government provided free transportation to Vienna on river barges known as “Ulmer Schachteln.”  
· From Vienna to Radzivilov the provided transportation was by covered wagon.  
· When the Germans went to Russia over land, it could take up to two years. They generally went via Vienna, Moravia and Galicia where they over wintered before continuing the next spring on into Russia. There were other overland routes used as well.  
· In 1809 alone 380 wagons were moving slowly but steadily along the overland routes.  
· In 1817 the approximately 10,000 Separatist’s received passports at Vienna and traveled down the Danube River. Many died due to illness. 
Numbers that came to Russia
· In 1800 there were twenty German colonies in southern Russia.  
· 400 families arrived in 1803.
· 800 families in 1804.
· 250 families in 1805
· 60 in 1806
· By 1806 there were 49 colonies. 
· 130 families arrived in 1807
· 2,000 between 1808 & 1810. 
· Between 1814-1815 - 1,500 families left Poland for Bessarabia.  
· 1816-1818 they came mainly from Wuerttemberg.  
· From 1811-1824, 81 German agricultural villages were founded in southern Russia from Bessarabia in the west to South Caucasus in the east. 
· Now the stream declined to a trickle but the number German Black Sea colonies continued to grow: 
· 1825-1832 – 16 colonies
· 1833-1848 – 23 colonies 
· By 1848 there were over two hundred colonies with nearly ten thousand families, fifty to sixty thousand Germans had come from German lands to settle in New Russia.  
The St. Petersburg Colonies
· Between 1764 & 1767 most German immigrants went via St. Petersburg. 
· In 1767 three villages were founded by 100 Protestant families from Brandenburg, Wuerttemberg & Hesse-Darmstadt. 
· 1767 – 67 Catholic families from Palatinate settled near Jamburg founding 3 villages.  
· By 1830’s these colonies were forming daughter colonies.  
· By 1860’s had population of about 4,000. 
· In 1926 the St. Petersburg and Jamburg colonies had a population of 11,890. 
· All of these villages were destroyed in the Second World War.  
· Any remaining villagers were shipped to Siberia.  
Volga 1865 to 1914
· 1865 there were 170 German Volga villages. 
· 40 of these where Catholic, 130 Protestant.
· In 1869 population was 259,000 & by 1914 500,000. 
· Six of these colonies were abandoned leaving 37 Catholic & 127 Protestant. 
· Starting in 1840’s single families or small groups moved out into the steppes east of the Volga. 
· They bought or rented land from Russian landowners. 
·  In 1870’s large groups went to North & South America,  the  United States, Canada as well as Brazil and Argentina. 
· In 1890’s they started moving to Siberia. 
· Several of the villages had a thousand people in them.  
· Those left were deported eastward in 1941.  
The Belowesch Colonies
· In 1806 the six original villages and daughter colonies together had 1,406 people.  
· In 1831 another 122 families founded five new daughter colonies in the Mariupol district.  
· By 1860 there were 4,716 people. 
· By the end of the century there were also daughter colonies in the Crimea, the North Caucasus, and the Orenburg region.  
The Chortitza Mennonite Colonies 
· A group of 338 families left West Prussia in 1788 and in the summer of 1789 founded eight villages.  
· In 1793-1796 another 118 West Prussian families arrived.  
· In 1802 there were 1,681 and by 1819 2,888. They added eight additional villages. 
· By 1834, there were 18 villages with 4,680 people. 
In the 1870’s as a result of military service changes, most sold their land and went to Canada.

The Molotschna Mennonite Colonies
· Early on the Mennonites also settled east of the Molotschna River.  
· 150 families arrive in 1803, 161 families in 1804, 100 families by 1810 and 400 families arrived between 1818-1824.  
· By 1831 they had founded 41 villages in the Molotschna region. 
· By 1860’s there were 4,000 families.  
· Founded many daughter colonies. 
· They also established many isolated family farms and small villages on privately bought land in the Crimea, North Caucasus, Don region, Charkov region, Voronezh region, cis-Ural region & Siberia
· After the changes in Military service many villages as a group, left Russia. 
The Crimean Colonies 
· 1804 some 60 families traveled by ship to Eupatoria and then overland. They founded Neusatz and Rosental, plus two other villages. 
· In 1805 65 families from Württemberg arrive and founded Friedental. 
· 1810 another 105 families from Alsace, Baden and Palatinate arrived, predominantly Catholics filling any vacant places in the existing colonies. 
· It is estimated that in 1914 there were 250 or more German villages, with a population of 31,000.  Germans owned about 41% of the Crimean area. 
· Total German population was estimated in 1914 at 60,000. 
The Colonies of the Schwedengebiet
· Originally given as a land grand to 200 families of Swedes.  
· In 1781 70 families arrived after 2/3 of them either died or deserted on the trip.  More than half of these left died during the first two years.  
· The land was then opened to Germans.  By 1860 1,000, 1904 1,990.  
· Most left Russia for America and Western Canada before 1914.  
The Prischib Colonies 
· 1805 – 250 families most from South Germany, Württemberg, Baden and some who had settled for some years in Poland founded 8 villages.  
· 300 families mostly from Baden arrived in 1810 and founded 9 more villages.  
· By 1834 there were 22 colonies, with 1,040 families, or 7,786 people. 
· They founded many daughter colonies.  
· By 1860’s they were buying land for their landless sons in distant regions, the Don region, the North Caucasus, and later Siberia. 
The Kutschurgan Colonies 
· Located northwest of Odessa, four colonies on the Kuschurgan River and two on the Baraboi river were founded in 1808-1809 by 450 families.
· 300 were from Alsace, 100 from Baden the rest from the Palatinate, Württemberg, and other parts of Germany. 
· All were Catholic. 
· Founded many daughter colonies.  
1905 – 13,000 but by 1914 many had left for North America particularly North and South Dakota and Saskatchewan.
The Libental Colonies
· 1803-1807 - 750 families founded the Liebental colonies.  
· They came from Württemberg, Baden, the Palatinate and Alsace. 
· On the journey they attracted countrymen who had settled in Hungary for a generation or two. 
· 1808-1810 another 3,000 families came.  
· Four villages where Catholic mainly from Alsace. 
· Six Protestant villages where founded.  Peterstal & Freudental were founded by Germans from Hungary, the other four by mainly Württembergers.   
· Founded several daughter colonies. 
The Glueckstal Colonies
· 70 families from Württemberg first settled in an Amenian town of Grigoriopol 1804-1805. 
· 1809 resettled in Glinoi 10 versts from Dniester, northeast of Grigriopol, they renamed it Glueckstal. 
· 293 additional families founded three additional villages the summer of 1809.  
· There were large groups of Alsatians and smaller numbers from Baden, the Palatinate and other parts of Germany.  
· Some immigrated to Bessarabia in 1843-1847. 
· By 1860 there still where 6,890 villagers in the mother colonies.  
· Founded 7 + daughter colonies.  
The Beresan Colonies
· 1809-1810 600 families from Palatinate, Alsace and Baden founded eight colonies on the Beresan River.  
· First 6 colonies were close to each other, the other two further northwest.  
· 160 families were Protestant, some Lutheran, some Reformed who formed Rohrbach and Worms.  
· The rest were Catholic.  
· 1817-1819 - 200 families arrived. 
· 51 families were Catholic and founded Katharinental.  The rest from Württemberg with some from Baden where all Protestants and founded four more villages.  
· By 1860 there were 60,000 and they started founding daughter colonies.  
· Toward 1900-1914 large groups went to Siberia and to America.  There were still 20,000 to 25,000 left in the mother colonies in 1914.  
The Bessarabian Colonies 
· 1796-1806 hundreds of German families moved into the Warsaw, Plotzk, and Kalisch districts of central Poland.  
· 1806-1807 Napoleon attacked Prussia and deprived her of the Polish possessions.  
· 1812 Napoleon invaded Russia crossing the young German villages.  
· 1804-1805 200 families left Poland for Russia, founding the Prischib colonies. 
· 100 families settled near St. Petersburg in 1808-1810.  
· 25 families went to the Glückstal colonies, 10 families to Mannheim, 7 families to Rohrbach. 
· 1813 colonist in Poland were invited to settle in the newly acquired province of Bessarabia.  
· 1814-1815 - 1,500 families from Poland founded 12 German villages in south central Bessarabia.  
· Immigration from Poland continued on a smaller scale for many years, bringing 140 families from 1821-1840.  
· In 1817-1840 - 300 families from Württemberg founded Teplitz in 1818, & Sarata in 1822, Gnadental & Lichtental in 1830’s. 
· Altogether some 2,000 German families settled in 1814-1842 comprising about 10,000 persons. 
· They founded many daughter colonies as well.  They took part in opening up the North Caucasus and Siberia.  
· Some 6,000 to 7,000 came to America.  
· Many today are back in Germany. 
Hoffungstal and the Berdyansk Colonies
· 1817-1818 - 64 families of Separatists from Württemberg founded Hoffnungstal.  
· It remained an isolated community for many years.  
· 99 more Separatist families arrived in 1818.  They wanted to go to Caucasus but where denied permission. 
· In 1822 they founded three villages, Neuhoffungstal, Rosenfled & Neuhoffnung.   
· 14 more families arrived from Württemberg to found the last colony Neu-Stuttgart in 1830. 
· Quite early Hoffnungstal was founding daughter colonies.  
· This process of land acquisition and founding of daughter colonies continued till 1914.  This kept the five mother colonies almost at about 1,500 to 1,800 people.  
· The Separatist colonies where encouraged to return to the Lutheran faith.  By 1890 Hoffnungstal and three of the four Berdyansk colonies were Lutheran.  
The Colonies in the South Caucasus 
· The Separatists who went to Russia 1817 to 1823 wanted to go to South Caucasus. 
· 1,000 families remained in south Russia founding Teplitz, Sarata, Hoffungstal, four other colonies plus some went to the Beresan region.  
· About 500 families insisted on going east to South Caucasus. 
· There they founded 8 colonies between 1818 & 1820.  
· They grew wine and by 1914 had over 10,000 colonists.  
· Their descendants became orthodox Lutherans.    


The Mariupol Colonies 
· From 1818-1819 small groups from the Danzig region who were Lutheran & Catholic arrived in Russia.  
· Land was found for them in the fall of 1822 northwest of Mariupol.  
· They founded 17 villages in this region.  Eleven were Lutheran with Grunau as the parish center; six were Catholic with Eicheald as the parish center. 
· In the next few years 10 more colonies were added by settlers from other regions.  
The Volhynian Colonies 
· Families came to Volhynian by invitation of land owners. 
· They received no help and no special privileges from the crown. 
· They came in small groups, leased their land sometimes for generations.  
· The first agricultural settlers were Mennonites.  Most of these were abandoned as the people moved into the Black Sea area or came to America.  
· In 1831 Germans from Poland fleeing insurrection against Russian rule went to Volhynia.  
· By 1838 there were 1,200 Germans in the colonies and by 1859 4,825 living in 35 colonies.  
· Immigration continued until 1875, mainly from Poland and from Galicia.  
· Because Volhynia is in a western border province, they were the first to feel the effects of the anti-German feelings that developed after the accession of Alexander III. 
· 1890-1914 saw heavy emigration mainly northward into the Baltic provinces and to North America. 
· Starting in the 1870’s the Volhynian Mennonites came to the United States.  
· In the 1890’s non-Mennonite Volhynian Germans came to the United States and to the western providences of Canada.  
The Colonies in the Don Cossack Region
· All the villages were daughter colonies of Mariupol, the Berdyansk and Moloschna colonies. 
The Colonies in the North Caucasus
· All the villages were daughter colonies by the Volga Germans and the Black Sea Germans. 
· The main movement begin in the 1860’s.  
The Cis-Ural Colonies
· These were east and northeast of the old Volga colonies between the Volga and Urals.  
· This included the Alt-Samara Mennonites and the Samara Lutherans founded by German and Polish immigrants.  
· The rest were daughter colonies founded from to 1890-1912.  
The Siberian Colonies
· 1882 – Religious dissidents from the Molotschna and Volga Mennonite settlements founded four villages near Aulie-Ata in Turkestan. 
· 1890-1914 Volga Germans & Black Sea Germans started to migrated in large numbers to Siberia. 
· 1897 there were 15,000 colonists & by 1914 100,000 living in nearly 500 German villages.  
The Emigration from Germany to Russia in the years 1763 to 1862 by Karl Stumpp
· Contains alphabetical lists of thousands of names of German immigrants to Russia.  
· He used passports and early census records to place the Germans in the place of their origin in Germany and for where they settled in Russia.  
· The information is nearly complete for the Black Sea immigrants but has less for the Volga Germans.  
· He also has a list of mother colonies of the Volga and Black Sea giving both the German and Russian name of each village, its governmental district, religious denomination, year of founding and population statistics.  
What changed for the Germans in Russia?
· During the reign of Nicholas I, (1825-1855) the number of Germans in leading positions in Russia reach a high point.  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The men around him were Baltic Germans.
· Alexander II (1855-1881) took over as the Crimean War was being fought.  It was the first War Russia lost.  He knew changes needed to be done.  
· 1861- Emancipation of the serfs. 
· 1864 – Limited local self-government for Russians. 
· 1870 – Municipal government was overhauled. 
· 1874 – Universal Military Service was started for all males living in Russia. 
· As Alexander II’s reign continued, he remained friendly to the Germans, the attitude of Russian Society did not.  They became more and more hostile at first to the Baltic Germans, but later to them all.
· Alexander III became Czar in 1881, he was anti-German.  Baltic Germans were removed from diplomatic posts, civil and military service positions.  Russification started. 
· 1885 Lutheran church were unable to create new churches without approval of the local Greek Orthodox bishop.  
· 1886 all schools were made subject to the Russian ministry of education.  Russian must be taught.  
· 1889 The Russian language and Russia procedure took place of the German language & form of Government.  
· The police in the colonies were now Russian.  
· With-in just a few years age-old laws and customs were replaced by a Russian system in a foreign language by foreign officials who did not like the Germans.  
Life in Russia
· There were problems with the schools in the colonies.  There was a shortage of qualified teachers.  
· Reading and writing was taught, using the scriptures.  
· Religion was very important to the Germans from Russia but there was also a severe shortage of Clergymen and Priests.   
· Besides the Mennonites, Lutherans, Catholics, Protestants and Separatist, there were Anti Baptists, & Hutterites.
· The Anti-Baptists were deported from some villages.  All the different religions feared them. 
Why did the Germans leave Russia?
· What lead to the exodus of the Germans from Russia was:
· The interference in their local government affairs.
· The Russification of their schools.
· Growing unfriendliness of the Russians.
· The land shortage for the young men of their families.  
Delegations were sent to North and South America to examine settlement conditions for Germans from Russia starting in the 1870’s.  
· A large group of Catholics and Protestants emigrated from Volga to Brazil.  20 transports, some small some large went to Brazil. 
· Many of these moved on to Argentina where conditions more closely matched the Volga region of Russia.  
· In 1877 a document was signed giving the Volga Germans almost all of the same privileges in Argentina as they had received from Catherine the Great.  
· From 1885 to 1889 groups of Volga Germans and some Black Sea Germans went to Argentina. 
· They came to America for many reasons: 
· Free land
· Freedom of Religion
· Freedom from Repression
· Freedom from military service
· Large numbers of Germans from Russia went to Nebraska, Kansas, Colorado, Wisconsin, North and South Dakota, Montana, Ohio & California.
· Smaller numbers went to Texas, & Washington.
· They generally came individually or as small family units.  
· By 1900 the Dakotas had the largest concentration of Black Sea Germans in the New World.
· Canada in 1872 had the Dominion Lands Act that gave 160 free acres of homestead land as well but it was colder and there was not rail service to the areas being settled. 
· By 1885 the Canadian Pacific railway was finished and so many also went to Canada. 
· The Mennonite’s left Russia for economic reasons but their main one was they did not want their children serving in the military.  
Mennonite groups who came to America & Canada
· Most of the Bergtal settlement in the Mariupol region. 
· Nearly all of Kleine Gemeide colonies.
· Most of the Fürstenland settlements. 
· Elder Sudermann’s congregation in Berdyansk.
· The Old Flemish congregation in Alexanderwohl. 
· One group from Volga under Peter Eckert, one from Molotschna under Isaak Peters and the Kuban settlement.  
· A large group of the Crimean Mennonites.
· Most of the Volhynian Mennonites.
· All the Hutterites. 
· Hutterites went to Yankton, South Dakota.  
· Kleine Gemeide mainly went to Kansas.
· One group settled in Minnesota.
·  Fürstenland Mennonite’s went to Kansas and South Dakota. 
· The Mennonites also went to Manitoba Canada. 
What happen to those left in Russia
· 1914 Approximately 2,000,000 Germans living in Russia. Banks closed to Germans, German language prohibited, German schools closed. 
· 7 Nov 1917 Lenin seizes leadership of Bolsheviks 
· 1921 Famine in Russia 
· 1922 Union of Soviet Socialist Republic formed (U.S.S.R.) Stalin becomes secretary of Communist Party
· 1928 frontier closed.  No one could leave Russia. 30,000 inmates in work camps. First Five-Year Plan inaugurated. 
· December 27, 1929 country's grain-producing areas were collectivized at once.  Businessmen, manufacturers, and well to do farmers were expropriated & banished to Siberia & Kazakhstan.   Kolchosen (collective farms) built.  No private gardens or animals. 
· January 30, 1930 divided the kulaks into three categories. Those in the first were to be shot or imprisoned; the second, including the families of the first, faced deportation; the third were to be expelled from the kolkhoz, the collective farm, and settled on marginal marsh or forest land.  When unable to produce enough grain, they were also shipped to Siberia. 
· 1931 over 2 million were in work camps. Stalin demands 7.7 million tons of grain from Ukraine. 
· Jul 1932 Stalin demands 7.7 million tons of grain out of total harvest of 14.7 tons.  Dogs & cats become food for poor.  2nd Five-Year Plan started. 
· Mar 1933 the Great Russian Famine. Thousands died of starvation. No relief was provided because the Russian government denied a famine was happening. 
· 1935-1936 All German language teachers in prison shot in Moscow. 
· 1939 World War II starts. War against Finland. 
· 1941 Stalin becomes Premier. Germany invades Russia. Deportation of Volga Germans to Siberia. 
· 1944 Germans retreat taking Russian Germans with them. 
· May 1945 Russians over ran our families again. 
· Fall 1945 Approximately 250,000 Russian Germans shipped to the Urals (Berlowsk). Japan surrenders.  End of World War II. 
· 1945-1949 No food unless completed work 100%.  Lived in barracks or apartment rooms 16 qm.  Children received no food, so parents shared.  Enough not to starve to death, not enough to live. 
· 1946-1947 allowed to grow potatoes & own animals. 
· 1958 Khrushchev becomes Premier.  Soviet Germans allowed to build individual homes again. 1959 census showed 1,619,000 people of German origin in Russia.  
· 13 Aug 1961 Berlin Wall started. 
· 1964 Khrushchev grants amnesty, without reparations, to the deported Russian Germans in slave labor camps. Ouster of Khrushchev. 
· 1973 Germans told they would never get to return to the villages their ancestors had built. 
· 1974-1977 2,000,000 Russian Germans in U.S.S.R. 
· 09 Nov 1989 Berlin Wall fell. 
· Germans in Russia started going home to Germany.  
· I am still looking for some of my families in Germany. So far have made contact with the descendants of August Fiechtner, and Emanuel Fiechtner families.  I am still trying to find and make contact with descendants of the Wilhelm Fiechtner family, Barbara Bitsch geb Fiechtner family and Christine Neumuller geb Fiechtner family.  
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