Newspapers - When, Where and How 
Using newspapers to connect your family to history. 
Old newspapers offer us a wealth of insight into history and critical events as they were unfolding through time.  We use to have to go to a library where we could look through back issues of newspapers they had, go to the newspaper office and look through back issues or order in Micro-films to view back issues.  Today with the internet and the digitization of old newspapers it has made everything just a click away.  You can now access newspapers easily at home, your local library or at your local Family History Center.    
· Most back issues of local newspapers are available at local libraries.  
· If you want to know what was happening at any given time in the history of the United States, just look at the Newspaper Headlines. 
· Do you know when the community your family is from got it’s first street light, concrete sidewalks, sewers, city water? 
· You can spend hours going through the city minutes at the courthouse or look at the local newspaper.  
· Did your family ever face a catastrophe? 
· Was one of your ancestor’s killed in a flood, a tornado? 
· Newspapers are good sources for background information of what happened.  
· Do you have ancestors that just disappear?
· Have you looked at local disasters, accidents, fires?
· Where your families Farmers?
· Read the newspapers to learn about their problems.
· What types of crops did they raise and what they were selling for was frequently talked about. 
· Look at the equipment adds.  What type of tractors or other pieces of equipment were available?  
· Where there Water problems, Insect problems?
· This can help you understand why your family left a farm and moved elsewhere.   
· It also helps you understand what life was like for your families living on a farm.  
· What style cloths did your family wear?  
· What did things cost?  
· Again look at the ad’s in the newspapers.  If you family owned, operated or worked for a local business or factory, there were adds about them and many times articles about what they did.  
· There will also be articles about problems or changes happening to the factory or business.  
· Did anyone in your family serve in the military or fight in any wars?  
· Local newspapers published lists of who from their area was serving in the military.
·  Anyone returning, anyone wounded, any one killed was listed.  
· There are many stories in newspapers about what the local sons and daughters who were in the military were doing.  
· There are also items about what was happening at home during a war.  What was rationed, what food was scarce or totally unavailable.  When there were problems.  
· If you want to gather background on the wars your ancestors fought in look at newspapers.  
· Off course some papers have birth, engagement, wedding and anniversary announcements.  
· There were funeral announcements and obituaries.  
· The local papers had sections that listed the local news.  Who was visiting whom, where they were from. 
· The Gossip column listed parties. 
· Newspapers provide a unique view of the past and can help us understand and connect with the people, events and attitudes of earlier times.
· Found someone in prison or jail on the census and want to know why?  Go to the newspapers.  
· Obits can give a lot of information.  Trouble is you do not know who give the information to the paper making it possible that some of the information is incorrect.  
· Looking for information on divorces? 
· Men and women many times placed ads that they were no longer responsible for the debt of their ex-spouses.  
· In some states you must advertise you are getting a divorce in the paper for a certain number of days.   
· Under what is happening in the courts: Divorces where also listed.  
· Up to the last few years, most communities had at least one local newspaper.  Sadly a-lot of these small newspapers are no longer published. Even large papers no longer publish their paper.  Instead a large publisher may print two or more papers.  That is what the Dallas Morning News and the Fort Worth Star Telegram are now doing.  Both papers are published at the same facility.  
Web sites, obituaries, biographies, and other material specific to a surname (6,234,350)  http://www.linkpendium.com/genealogy/USA
Washington State Obituaries and Death Records http://www.idreamof.com/death/wa.html 
Los Angeles Times obituaries http://www.latimes.com/news/obituaries/ 
Pittsburg Tribune Obituaries http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/obituaries/
Dallas Morning News Obituaries http://www.dallasnews.com/archive/obituary/
Baltimore Sun Obituaries  http://www.legacy.com/baltimoresun/deathnotices.asp 
Minneapolis Star Tribune Obituaries http://www.startribune.com/obituaries
Seattle Times Obituaries http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/obituaries/  
Newspaper obituaries on the web. http://www.newspaperobituaries.net
Newspaper Obituaries from the United States and Canadian newspapers. http://www.obituaries.com/Obits.asp 
New Jersey Obituaries. http://www.nj.com/obituaries 
Searching Newspaper
· You will need to look at each site and see what is available to you. 
· Most have Advance search.  Use it.  It will allow you to more quickly refine your search. 
· With newspapers you can search by state, by newspaper, and time period published. 
· Some also have newspapers articles by subject, moments in history.   
· If it has a place to search by name, it generally will not keep the first name and surname together.  Searching by name is generally too broad of a search.     
Google News
· Google News indexes thousands of newspaper websites from around the world and organizes news in clusters for easy reading. In addition to current news, Google News also offers access to stories published in old newspapers that you can search for free.
· Although many of these newspaper issues are scanned images of the original printed version, you can use Google search to find stories inside the papers through the magic of OCR.   
· The actual content is hosted on other sites and Google will show if it cost any money to read that issue /news story. 
· Google Docs can perform OCR on digital images. You can upload an image containing printed text (like a fax document or a scanned newspaper clipping) to your Google Docs account and it will turn that image into digital text that you can copy and search.
· http://news.google.com/  
Historical Newspapers
· The Library of Congress has a large repository of historic newspapers published in America between 1880 and 1922, available as PDFs
· It does highlight in orange whatever subject you enter.  
· It has listed the number of issues, earliest to latest 
· It has made available newspapers from 14 states and Washington, DC., these states contain some of the largest newspapers and thus the archives are a very valuable resource.   
· Additionally, the site has a database of records of all newspapers printed in America from 1690 to the present, including newspapers that are currently not published.
· http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/newspapers/Olden Times
· If you’re looking for a popular article about a major historical event, the Olden Times may be a good place to look for it.   
· Although they do not contain entire newspapers, they do have snippets including popular news articles, print advertisements, and personal information sections such as births and obituaries.   
· All content is free, and the content ranges from between 1788 and 1920. Look by type of article or surname. 
· http://theoldentimes.com
Other Free Newspapers
http://www.smalltownpapers.com/ 
· Browse by Newspaper,  or State
· Articles by Subject
Newspaper by Category 
http://www.freenewspaperarchives.us/
· Lists several sites to look at.  Not all are free though. 
Some Websites by State that have Newspapers included 
California - http://cdnc.ucr.edu/cgi-bin/cdnc 
Connecticut - http://cslib.cdmhost.com/ 
Hawaii - http://ags.hawaii.gov/archives/ 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Kansas - http://www.kshs.org/p/genealogy-indexes/18943 
Kentucky - http://kdl.kyvl.org/ 
Louisiana - http://nutrias.org/~nopl/obits/obits.htm 
Michigan - http://data.wmgs.org/ 
Montana - http://mtmemory.org/ 
New York - http://fultonhistory.com/Fulton.html 
North Carolina - http://statelibrary.ncdcr.gov/digital/ncfamilyrecords/  
Ohio - http://index.rbhayes.org/hayes/index/ 
South Dakota - http://history.sd.gov/archives/genealogists.aspx 
Tennessee - http://www.tn.gov/tsla/Collections.htm 
Utah - http://digitalnewspapers.org/ 
Washington - http://www.sos.wa.gov/library/newspapers_wsl.aspx 
Wyoming - http://wyoarchives.state.wy.us/Archives/Newspapers.aspx & 
http://www.usnpl.com/wynews.php 
Newspapers.com
· The online home of 87+ million pages of historical newspapers from 3,500 newspapers from around the United States and beyond. 
· The Newspapers.com viewer is a powerful tool that lets you explore a newspaper page in close detail, clip a page or article and print, save or share what you find. The viewer requires the latest version of Flash to provide the best viewing experience.
 http://www.newspapers.com
· Costs $79.95 a year $7.95 a month 
Viewing papers 
The Newspapers.com viewer is a powerful tool that lets you explore a newspaper page in close detail, clip a page or article and print, save or share what you find.
The viewer requires the latest version of Flash to provide the best viewing experience.
Clippings
Clippings are an easy way to keep track of interesting things you find on Newspapers.com.
To clip an article, just click the "Clip" button in the viewer, move and resize the clipping box around the article you want to clip, and, if you want, add a title or description for the clipping.
Save things you like
Once you've clipped something, it is saved to your clippings list where you can easily find it again. Just click on the "Clippings" link at the top of the page. You can also get to this list by clicking the arrow next to your member name in the upper right of the page and selecting "Your Clippings."
Share interesting stories you find
You can easily share clippings by email or on Facebook, Pinterest, Twitter or other social sites. When you share a clipping, your friends can see the image even if they don't subscribe to Newspapers.com. You can also use a clipping to add a comment or additional information to a page or story. 
Privacy settings
By default, clippings you make are "public" (other people will see what you've clipped on the Clippings page, in search, or on your profile). You can make a clipping private by clicking the "settings" icon ( [image: http://www.newspapers.com/i/icon-settings-update.png]) and unchecking the box next to "Public."
If you click the settings icon at the top of your Clippings list page, you can change the default setting so that new clippings are not public.
Print & Download
When you find something on Newspapers.com that you would like to have a copy of you can print the image directly from the viewer or you can download the image and save a digital copy.
To print or save from the Vie
1. Click the Print/Save button in the viewer's tool bar.
2. Choose all or part of the image.
3. Choose to print or save the file.
4. If saving, follow the instructions to choose where you would like to save the image and, if you would like, change the filename but keep the ".jpg" at the end.
5. If printing, follow the instructions for printing.
Saving a Search
The "Save/Notify" button on the search results page lets you save a search that you want to try again later.  Saving a search also sets a notification for that search.  We will automatically search the millions of new pages we add each month and email you when we add something with matches for your saved search.
You can see and delete searches you've saved on your profile page. You’ll find links to that page in the list of links under your Member name in the upper right of the site (when you are signed in), on the “Account Details” page and among the links at the bottom of most pages.
Following a Paper or Person
If there are particular newspapers on the site that you are interested in or if you find another user whose research you find valuable, click the "Follow" button on paper's page or the person's profile.  When you follow a paper, we'll notify you when we add new pages for that paper or when someone clips an article from it.  When you are following a person, we'll notify you when they do something new on the site.
You can see and delete papers or people you are watching on your profile page. You’ll find links to that page in the list of links under your Member name in the upper right of the site (when you are signed in), on the “Account Details” page and among the links at the bottom of most pages.
Profile Pages
Each Member of Newspapers.com has a Profile Page that includes information about them and displays clippings they have made.
Your Profile
You can update your profile to:
· Include a photo that represents you. 
· Specify your general location.
· Share your interests in the About Me section. 
· Choose whether or not to allow other members to contact you.
Other Members' Profiles
Profile Pages of other Members can be a great way to find interesting information. When you find an interesting clipping on Newspapers.com, you will see the image and member name of the person who made it. Clicking on the member name will take you to the profile page of that member where you'll find other things that member has clipped.
When you find other Members with interests similar to yours, you can clip their profile to be notified when they add something new and, if they allow it, contact them to get more information or share an insight.
http://newspaperarchive.com/ 
· This is the world’s largest online archive of historical newspapers published from 1753 onwards.  You can browse newspaper issues by date or find articles that match a particular phrase. 
· You can have a free 3 day unlimited access membership but you must give a credit card and it costs $9.95 a month. 
 http://timesmachine.nytimes.com 
· Has the New York Times from 1851 through 1922.  $.99 first 4 weeks, than $8.75 per week billed every four weeks.  
Foreign Newspapers
· The Times a daily paper from the UK, offers digital archives of issues from 1785 to 1985 on their website.   
· All pages of the papers are completely scanned, and are additionally organized with an index of topics.   You can read the articles highlighted on their front page for free while specific papers and articles are available for £4.95/day.
http://www.thetimes.co.uk/tto/archive/ 
· The British Library has scanned and digitized millions of pages of historic newspapers printed in the UK and Ireland during the 1700s and 1800s and have put them all online. 
· Anyone can search through these newspaper archives but you’ll have to pay a £6.95 fee for 48 hour access to the online library. The newspapers can be downloaded in PDF format.
http://www.bl.uk/ 
· The National Library of Australia has a large selection of newspapers from across Australia archived online that anyone may read for free.   All the newspapers are completely scanned and can be viewed online in any modern browser, or you may download them as a PDF for offline reading.
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ 
In Closing.  Newspapers have a lot to add to your research.  They not only help find names, dates and places but will help you with history to fully understand your ancestors. The outside influences, what their life was like, and sometimes the answers you have searched for.  
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